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debates ever heard on the floor of our Congress or
in the legislative halls of any country.   On Decem-
ber 29, 1829, Senator Samuel A. Foote of Con-
necticut offered an innocent-looking resolution pro-
posing a temporary restriction of the sale of public
lands to such lands as had already been placed on
the market.   The suggestion was immediately re-
sented by western members, who professed to see
in it a desire to check the drain of eastern popula-
tion to the West; and upon the reconvening of
Congress following the Christmas recess Senator
Benton of Missouri voiced in no uncertain terms
the indignation of his State and section.   The dis-
cussion might easily have led to nothing more than
the laying of the resolution on the table; and in that
event we should never have heard of it.   But it
happened that one of the senators from South
Carolina, Robert Y. Hayne, saw in the situation
what he took to be a chance to deliver a telling
blow for his own discontented section.    On the
19th of January he got the floor, and at the fag-
end of a long day he held his colleagues' attention
for an hour.

The thing that Hayne had in mind to do prima-
rily was to draw the West to the side of the South,
in common opposition to the East. He therefore